April 3, 2009
Dear Mr. President,

We would like to respectfully request a meeting with you regarding the conscience protection rule
administered by the Department of Health & Human Services. The comment period ends next week on
April 9" and we would like to meet with you soon after to discuss the possible ramifications should the
conscience protection rule be rescinded.

We are comprised of over 30 organizations representing more than 5 million constituents including
patients and their healthcare professionals, who would be put a crossroads in their careers should the
conscience rule be rescinded. We are doctors, nurses, physician assi stants, anesthesiol ogists and
pharmacists, who care deeply about the welfare of our patients yet would be put at a crossroads in our
careers should the conscience rule be rescinded. We would be forced to choose between our profession
and honoring our conscience if we do not have sufficient protection under the law.

Asyou are probably aware, Catholic hospitals make up about 20% of all hospitals in the country and
admit over 5.5 million patients per year. In fact, one in every six patients are cared for in a Catholic
hospital every year. If you add in other faith-based hospitals, the numbers skyrocket. 1t would be a
travesty to patients, hospital workers, doctors, medical students, and local economies should these
ingtitutions be forced to close because they were not protected under the conscience rule.

We hope that you will take the time to meet with us, as healthcare professionals who, on adaily basis,
confront difficult decisions and circumstances yet seek to adhere to the principles we took as doctors to
protect and preservelife.

Additionally, we want to take this opportunity to share with you the results of a national scientific survey
of Americans (33% Republican, 22% Independent, 39% Democrat) that we think may interest you. We
intend to publish these results soon. Of those responding:

63% support conscience protection regulation

62% oppose rescinding the conscience clause

54% are lesslikely to vote for a Member of Congress who supported eliminating rule
58% support the Hyde-Weldon Amendment

We sincerely ask for afew minutes of your time soon after the end of the comment period next week to
discuss the impact the rule would have on us and our patients.

Thank you for your consideration.
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