Conscience rights and healthcare access

1. Government and medical studies project that patients will experience a critical shortage of physicians:
. 65 million people lack adequate accessto primary care physicians.'
o They livein over 6,000 Primary Care Hedlth Professona Shortage Areas, according to the U.S.
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).
o Itwould take 16,585 practitionersto meet their need for primary care providers.
. 50 medical studies have projected critica shortages of physicians.?
0 One study projects a shortage of 90,000 to 200,000 physicians by 2020 and
predictsthat average wait timesfor medica specidtieswill increase drameatically.?
o “If physician supply and use patterns stay the same, the United States will experience a shortage of
124,000 full-time physicians by 2025,” concludes areport by the American Association of Medical
Colleges?
« 45% of doctorslisted Congress passing health care overhaul a potential reason for quitting
medicine.®

2. Risking theloss of faith-based professionals by weakening conscience protections risks access for millions of
patients:
e “Onein eight hospitalsin the U.S. is affiliated with the Catholic Church; they employ more than
750,000 people and handle 16% of hospital admissions.”8
e "Eachyear, onein six patientsin the U.S. is cared for in a Catholic hospital ."”
e Pdling? evidences an access crigsif faith-based hedthcare professionas|ose conscience protections:
o0 Nineof ten faith-based physicians agreed, "1 would rather stop practicing medicine atogether than
be forced to violate my conscience.”
0 32% of faith-based healthcare professionals report having "been pressured to refer a patient for
a procedure to which [they] had moral, ethical, or religious objections.”
0 20% of faith-based medical students say they are "not pursuing a career in Obstetrics or
Gynecology" because of perceived discrimination and coercion in that field.
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